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Gods Hand

Gods Hand over a Mistake 

The Message of the Millerites
And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed. Daniel 8:14

“The prophecy which seemed most clearly to reveal the time of the second advent 
was that of Daniel 8:14: “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed.” Following his rule of making Scripture its own interpreter, Miller 
learned that a day in symbolic prophecy represents a year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 
4:6); he saw that the period of 2300 prophetic days, or literal years, would extend far 
beyond the close of the Jewish dispensation, hence it could not refer to the sanctuary of 
that dispensation. Miller accepted the generally received view that in the Christian age 
the earth is the sanctuary, and he therefore understood that the cleansing of the 
sanctuary foretold in Daniel 8:14 represented the purification of the earth by fire 
at the second coming of Christ. If, then, the correct starting point could be found for 
the 2300 days, he concluded that the time of the second advent could be readily 
ascertained. Thus would be revealed the time of that great consummation, the time 
when the present state, with “all its pride and power, pomp and vanity, wickedness and 
oppression, would come to an end;” when the curse would be “removed from off the 
earth, death be destroyed, reward be given to the servants of God, the prophets and 
saints, and them who fear His name, and those be destroyed that destroy the earth.”—
Bliss, page 76” The Great Controversy 1888, 324. 

A Mistake
“The Lord showed me that the 1843 chart was directed by his hand, and that no 
part of it should be altered; that the figures were as he wanted them. That his hand 
was over and hid a mistake in some of the figures, so that none could see it, until 
his hand was removed.” Present Truth, November 1, 1850, par. 11.

“I saw the people of God joyful in expectation, looking for their Lord. But God designed 
to prove them. His hand covered a mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic 
periods. Those who were looking for their Lord did not discover this mistake, and the 
most learned men who opposed the time also failed to see it. God designed that His 
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people should meet with a disappointment. The time passed, and those who had looked 
with joyful expectation for their Saviour were sad and disheartened, while those who 
had not loved the appearing of Jesus, but embraced the message through fear, were 
pleased that He did not come at the time of expectation. Their profession had not 
affected the heart and purified the life. The passing of the time was well calculated to 
reveal such hearts. They were the first to turn and ridicule the sorrowful, disappointed 
ones who really loved the appearing of their Saviour. I saw the wisdom of God in 
proving His people and giving them a searching test to discover those who would shrink 
and turn back in the hour of trial.

“Jesus and all the heavenly host looked with sympathy and love upon those who had 
with sweet expectation longed to see Him whom their souls loved. Angels were hovering 
around them, to sustain them in the hour of their trial. Those who had neglected to 
receive the heavenly message were left in darkness, and God’s anger was kindled 
against them, because they would not receive the light which He had sent them from 
heaven. Those faithful, disappointed ones, who could not understand why their 
Lord did not come, were not left in darkness. Again they were led to their Bibles 
to search the prophetic periods. The hand of the Lord was removed from the 
figures, and the mistake was explained. They saw that the prophetic periods 
reached to 1844, and that the same evidence which they had presented to show 
that the prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 
1844. Light from the Word of God shone upon their position, and they discovered a 
tarrying time—“Though it [the vision] tarry, wait for it.” In their love for Christ’s immediate 
coming, they had overlooked the tarrying of the vision, which was calculated to manifest 
the true waiting ones. Again they had a point of time. Yet I saw that many of them could 
not rise above their severe disappointment to possess that degree of zeal and energy 
which had marked their faith in 1843.
“Satan and his angels triumphed over them, and those who would not receive the 
message congratulated themselves upon their farseeing judgment and wisdom in 
not receiving the delusion, as they called it. They did not realize that they were 
rejecting the counsel of God against themselves, and were working in union with Satan 
and his angels to perplex God’s people, who were living out the heaven-sent message.
“The believers in this message were oppressed in the churches. For a time, those who 
would not receive the message were restrained by fear from acting out the sentiments 
of their hearts; but the passing of the time revealed their true feelings. They wished 
to silence the testimony which the waiting ones felt compelled to bear, that the prophetic 
periods extended to 1844. With clearness the believers explained their mistake and 
gave the reasons why they expected their Lord in 1844. Their opposers could 
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bring no arguments against the powerful reasons offered. Yet the anger of the 
churches was kindled; they were determined not to listen to evidence, and to shut the 
testimony out of the churches, so the others could not hear it. Those who dared not 
withhold from others the light which God had given them, were shut out of the churches; 
but Jesus was with them, and they were joyful in the light of His countenance. They 
were prepared to receive the message of the second angel.” Early Writings, 235-237.

The Hand Removed
“While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 
arose, and trimmed their lamps.” [Matthew 25:5-7.] In the summer of 1844, midway 
between the time when it had been first thought that the 2300 days would end, and the 
autumn of the same year, to which it was afterward found that they extended, the 
message was proclaimed, in the very words of Scripture, “Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh!”
“That which led to this movement was the discovery that the decree of Artaxerxes 
for the restoration of Jerusalem, which formed the starting-point for the period of 
the 2300 days, went into effect in the autumn of the year B. C. 457, and not at the 
beginning of the year, as had been formerly believed. Reckoning from the autumn 
of 457, the 2300 years terminate in the autumn of 1844.” The Great Controversy 
1888, 398.

History Repeats
“I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five 
foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a 
special application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled 
and will continue to be present truth till the close of time.” The Review and Herald, 
August 19, 1890. 

Our Message
And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the 
north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 
He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but 
these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children 
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of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt 
shall not escape. But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and 
over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his 
steps. But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he 
shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet 
he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. Daniel 11:40-45.

“As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies recorded by Daniel 
demand our special attention, as they relate to the very time in which we are 
living. With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of the New Testament 
Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of the writings of 
Daniel and of John the revelator cannot be understood. But the promise is plain that 
special blessing will accompany the study of these prophecies. “The wise shall 
understand” (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of Daniel that were to be 
unsealed in the latter days; and of the revelation that Christ gave to His servant John 
for the guidance of God’s people all through the centuries, the promise is, “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein.” Revelation 1:3.” Prophets and Kings, 547.

“The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecy of the eleventh chapter of 
Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfillment. Soon the scenes of trouble 
spoken of in the prophecies will take place.” Testimonies to the Church, volume 9,14.

The Time of the End
“No such message has ever been given in past ages. Paul, as we have seen, did not 
preach it; he pointed his brethren into the then far-distant future for the coming of the 
Lord. The reformers did not proclaim it. Martin Luther placed the Judgment about three 
hundred years in the future from his day. But since 1798 the book of Daniel has been 
unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has increased, and many have proclaimed 
the solemn message of the Judgment near.” The Great Controversy 1888, 356.

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. Daniel 12:4. 
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The Mistake in our Time

And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the 
north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and 
pass over. Daniel 11:40.

But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one 
shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be 
stirred up, even to his fortress. Daniel 11:10.
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